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News from the Midwest—Troy Eller, Wayne State University, and Alison 
Stankrauff, Indiana University South Bend Assistant Editors
ILLINOIS
American College of Surgeons 
(ACS)
The Catalogue of the H. Winnett Orr 
Historical Collection and Other Rare 
Books in the Library of the American 
College of Surgeons, published by the 
College in 1960, has long been hidden 
and known only to a very few who 
are interested in rare book collections 
about the history of medicine. The 
collection is currently housed in the 
McGoogan Library of Medicine Spe-
cial Collections at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. It contains 
over two thousand volumes, many 
extremely rare and dating from the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
including Vesalius, Avicenna, Galen, 
and other giants in the history of 
medicine. It also includes a fair 
amount of archival material on or-
thopedic surgery, military medicine, 
and the history of women physicians. 
Additional information about the 
collection can be found at http://www 
.facs.org/archives.
Southern Illinois University–
Edwardsville (SIUE)
The Louisa H. Bowen University 
Archives and Special Collections has 
received and has begun to process 
the papers of African-American poet 
Eugene B. Redmond. A graduate 
and professor emeritus of SIUE, 
Redmond is the poet laureate of East 
St. Louis, Illinois, and is a cofounder 
of the interdisciplinary journal, 
Drumvoices Revue: A Confluence of 
Literary, Cultural and Vision Arts. 
Library and Information Services has 
recently digitized this journal, and 
the on-line version may be accessed 
through the Lovejoy Library Web site, 
http://www.siue.edu/lovejoylibrary/. 
Inquiries may be directed to Univer-
sity Archivist and Special Collections 
Librarian Steve Kerber at skerber@
siue.edu.
INDIANA
Evansville Vanderburgh Public 
Library (EVPL)
The EVPL has been uploading 
Evansville City directories into 
its Digital Archive. Currently the 
Archive holds the 1858–1904 city 
directories and yearbooks from five 
area schools from the 1980s to the 
early 2000s. The city directories and 
yearbooks are only part of EVPL’s 
Digital Archive, which has also 
scanned over 50 historical books, 
hundreds of images, and postcards.
Indiana Digital Archives 
The Indiana Digital Archives was once 
again recognized as one of the nation’s 
best on-line resources for family his-
tory researchers. Family Tree Magazine 
named the Digital Archives among 
the “101 Best Websites” of 2011. The 
magazine also named the Digital 
Archives a “Best State Website” in 
December 2010. The Indiana Digital 
Archives was also one of only a hand-
ful of public resources to be named 
a “State-of-the-Art Archives.” Spe-
cifically, Family Tree cited the Digital 
Archives’ 2.7 million-plus searchable 
records and the recent addition of 
indexes to Civil War and Indiana 
National Guard records, http://www 
.indianadigitalarchives.org.
Indiana State Library 
The National Endowment for the 
Humanities has awarded a $293,157 
grant to the Indiana State Library as 
part of its National Digital Newspa-
per Program (NDNP). This funding 
will support the selection and digitiza-
tion of historic Indiana newspapers 
published between 1836 and 1922, 
according to NDNP guidelines. The 
Library of Congress will make these 
newspapers available to the public 
through the Chronicling America 
Web site, http://chroniclingamerica 
.loc.gov, beginning in mid-2012.
Mennonite Church USA 
Archives–Goshen
The Mennonite Church USA Ar-
chives–Goshen contributed a number 
of historical images to a new Web 
site, The Civilian Public Service Story: 
Living Peace in a Time of War, http://
www.civilianpublicservice.org. The 
Web site tells the story of nearly 
12,000 conscientious objectors (COs) 
that chose Civilian Public Service in 
World War II, performing “work of 
national importance” rather than 
bearing arms. Users may search the 
database of CO names and descrip-
tions of more than 150 camps and 
units where COs served on a variety of 
projects, including soil conservation, 
forest service, public health projects, 
state mental hospitals, and as smoke 
jumpers and human guinea pigs.
IOWA
Iowa State University 
The papers of Iowa native and long-
time Iowa State University professor 
Lois Hattery Tiffany were recently 
processed, and the finding aid is now 
available on-line. Fondly called “The 
Mushroom Lady,” Tiffany specialized 
in mycology (the study of fungi) and 
(Continued on page 14)
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taught botany at Iowa State for over 
50 years. Her research included the 
study of fungal diseases of native 
prairie plants in Iowa and a 10-year 
survey of Iowa’s morel mushrooms. 
As the first female president of both 
the Iowa Academy of Science and 
the Osborn Club, Tiffany made 
significant advancements for women 
in the sciences. The collection con-
tains Tiffany’s professional papers, 
spanning 1940–2010, and includes 
dissertation research, f ield notes, 
conference proceedings, academic 
writings, departmental committee 
minutes, course materials, and photo-
graphs and diaries from over 30 years 
of annual Botany Club field trips.
KENTUCKY
Kentucky Council on Archives 
(KCA)
The KCA had its spring 2011 meet-
ing on May 20. The focus of the 
meeting was “More Product Less 
Process,” and the guest speaker was 
Dennis Meissner. The KCA also held 
their elections: Valerie Edgeworth, 
Kentucky Department for Libraries 
and Archives (KDLA), was elected 
chair; Sarah-Jane Poindexter, Filson 
Historical Society, vice chair/chair-
elect; Caroline Rubens, Appalshop, 
Board member; Jennie Cole, Filson 
Historical Society, treasurer; and 
Anna Powell, Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth, newsletter editor. Remain-
ing on the Board are Jackie Couture, 
Heather Fox, and Suellyn Lathrop. 
KDLA’s Beth Shields is working on 
redesigning KCA’s Web site.
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth 
(SCN)
The SCN Archival Center is pleased 
to announce the launch of its new 
Web site, http://www.scnfamily.org/
archives/. Located on the SCN Fam-
ily Web site, it features a brief video 
introduction to the Archives Center 
and its collections, information about 
the staff, contact and researcher 
information, and a brief history of the 
congregation. One of the most excit-
ing features available for researchers is 
our first digitized collection, consist-
ing of images and transcripts of the 
correspondence of Mother Catherine 
Spalding, foundress of the Sisters of 
Charity of Nazareth.
MICHIGAN
Cranbrook Educational 
Community
Cranbrook Archives is moving! As 
part of a new center for collections, 
research, and programming, the 
Archives will be housed in a newly 
designed space within the lower gal-
leries of the restored Cranbrook Art 
Museum. The move will coincide 
with the grand reopening of the mu-
seum in November 2011. Several new 
collections have opened for research: 
the William J. and Jane Comfort 
Brown Papers, the Cranbrook P.M. 
Records, and the Alan H. Rider 
Papers. A collection of architectural 
drawings by Cranbrook Academy 
of Art alumnus Harry Weese has 
also recently been cataloged. For 
more information on these and other 
Cranbrook Archives’ collections, visit 
http://www.cranbrook.edu/archives.
Northern Michigan University 
(NMU)
In April, the Central Upper Peninsula 
and NMU Archives launched the 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission’s (NHPRC) 
grant-funded Cleveland-Cliffs Iron 
Company (CCI) Records Digitization 
Project Web site, http://archives.nmu 
.edu/cci/Index.html. Over the course 
of one year, the project team digitized 
approximately 70,000 pages docu-
menting the history of the mining 
and lumber industries in Michigan’s 
central Upper Peninsula from 1856 
through 1960. The Web site includes 
two series of records, Historic Maps 
and The Agents’ Annual Reports 
of the Lumber, Land, and Mining 
Departments, as well as demographic 
information about early CCI employ-
ees, and social studies lesson plans for 
Michigan fourth grade students based 
on Michigan Content Level Stan-
dards and Expectations. In addition, 
262 historic photographs are available 
to researchers on the archives’ Flickr 
photostream: http://www.flickr.com/
photos/nmu_archives.
Wayne State University
The Antecedents to Education Reform 
Historical Collection Web site is a 
joint project between the Walter 
P. Reuther Library and the Wayne 
State University Library System, with 
the intention to further the debate 
on American educational reform. 
The Web site hosts primary sources 
from the American Federation of 
Teachers’ (AFT) historical collections 
that document the AFT’s education 
reform initiatives with school boards, 
spanning the years from prior to the 
1983 release of the “A Nation at Risk” 
report to the present. Additional 
documents will periodically be added 
to the Web site at http://dlxs .lib .wayne 
.edu/aft/.
Reuther collections have recently 
supported two publications. Audio-
visual Archivist Mary Wallace used 
the Reuther’s audiovisual holdings to 
create Historic Photos of Detroit in the 
50s, 60s, and 70s, which documents 
what a Metro Detroiter would have 
experienced during those decades. 
An interdisciplinary group of schol-
ars combed the Society of Women 
(Continued from page 13)
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Engineers’ archival collections and 
in July presented their papers at the 
International Conference of Women 
Engineers and Scientists in Adelaide, 
Australia; this fall, their papers were 
published in the Journal of the Society 
of Women Engineers.
The Reuther Library has recently 
opened several important collections, 
including the Service Employees 
International Union Research Col-
lection; American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees 
Retiree Department Records; United 
Farm Workers Office of the President: 
Arturo Rodriquez Records; Detroit 
Committee for Responsible Banking 
Records; and the Emma Schaver 
Papers. For information on these 
collections and more, see http://www 
.reuther.wayne.edu/.
MINNESOTA
Minnesota Historical Society 
(MHS)
This past June, the MHS completed 
the first half of its 18-month NHPRC 
Basic Project grant to process and 
catalog backlogged government 
records and manuscript acquisitions. 
During this period, 368 acquisitions 
were completed, totaling 2,091 cubic 
feet, 486 catalog records, and 400 
finding aids. Other projects funded by 
state and private grants have resulted 
in a fast-growing body of digital 
content that now includes portions 
of the papers of James J. Hill, Louis 
W. Hill, Harold Stassen, and Walter 
Mondale, as well as the reserve por-
tions of collections related to the 
Civil War, U.S.-Dakota relations, the 
James-Younger raid on the Northfield 
bank, and the criminal history files of 
notorious 1930s-era gangsters, such as 
John Dillinger and Pretty Boy Floyd. 
To watch this project’s progress, 
visit http://www.mnhs.org/library/
findaids/index-WhatsNew.htm.
MISSOURI
National Archives at Kansas City
The National Archives at Kansas 
City currently has two exhibitions 
on display. Picture This!: One Hun-
dred Years of Photography from the 
National Archives is available through 
December 31, 2011, http://www 
.archives .gov/central-plains/kansas-
city/public/exhibits/, and Divided 
Loyalties runs from December 27, 
2011 to April 28, 2012, http://www 
.sos.mo.gov/mdh/dividedLoyalties/. 
Divided Loyalties is on loan from the 
Missouri State Archives and tells the 
story of the Civil War in Missouri, 
ranging from the Kansas Border Wars 
to the Reconstruction era.
Western Historical Manuscript 
Collection (WHMC)
This past January, the University of 
Missouri transferred full management 
of the WHMC from the University of 
Missouri System to the State Histori-
cal Society of Missouri. WHMC and 
the Society have maintained a joint 
manuscript collection since 1963. The 
Society, which was founded in 1898 
by the Missouri Press Association, 
became solely responsible for the cus-
tody and processing of the collections 
and the reference services associated 
with this collection located on the 
four campuses of the University of 
Missouri. If you would like to access 
the collections, please visit http://shs 
.umsystem.edu/index.shtml.
NEBRASKA
Nebraska State Historical 
Society
The Nebraska State Historical Society 
will host Home Movie Day on Oc-
tober 15 at the Museum of Nebraska 
History in Lincoln. Now considered 
important historic documents, home 
movies are being added to the Library 
of Congress’ National Film Registry. 
Nebraska will join this national 
celebration of amateur-made film 
for the first time this year. For more 
information, contact Paul Eisloeffel 
at (402) 471-7837 or paul.eisloeffel@
nebraska.gov.
The Historical Society’s State Historic 
Preservation Off ice (SHPO) in 
Lincoln is backing up 45 years of 
files and photographic media relating 
to historic homes, businesses, and 
objects. The backup project began 
in 2009 and is a multi-year project. 
SHPO staff are organizing f iles, 
creating PDFs of paper documents, 
and scanning photographic media 
into TIFF format. One of the goals of 
the project, in addition to protecting 
against risk management concerns, 
is to provide the public with easier 
access to the data, available at http://
www .nebraskahistory.org.
WISCONSIN
Marquette University
The Marquette University Libraries’ 
Department of Special Collections 
and Archives has established the 
Stephen Sondheim Research Collec-
tion, after acquiring a vast collection 
of materials relating to the works of 
the Broadway composer and lyricist. 
The collection includes books, maga-
zines, scripts, scores, hundreds of 
articles and reviews, over six hundred 
programs and playbills, one hundred 
compact discs, long-playing records, 
more than four hundred audiotapes, 
two hundred videotapes, posters, and 
other memorabilia relating to Sond-
heim’s two dozen musicals, revues, 
(Continued on page 16)
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and films. The collection was amassed 
over the course of more than 40 years 
by Paul Salsini, a Marquette alumnus 
and unabashed Sondheim enthusiast 
who has taught journalism courses at 
Marquette for many years.
Wisconsin Center for Film and 
Theater Research/Wisconsin 
Historical Society (WCFTR)
In June, the WCFTR, in partner-
ship with the Wisconsin Historical 
Society (WHS), received a grant 
from the National Film Preservation 
Foundation to preserve a short nitrate 
film, The Lumberjack. Produced in 
1914 by an itinerant company called 
Paragon Feature Film Company out 
of Omaha, Nebraska, the cast of this 
18-minute, silent, tinted film was en-
tirely comprised of prominent citizens 
of Wausau, Wisconsin, and featured 
buildings and locations in and around 
the city. This is the only known extant 
print of the film. The grant makes 
possible the creation of a preservation 
master and user access copies of the 
film. Once cataloged, The Lumberjack 
will be searchable, along with other 
film shorts, through the on-line cata-
log: http://arcat.library.wisc.edu. The 
new copies of the film will be stored in 
the environmentally-controlled film 
vault shared by WCFTR and WHS.
Wisconsin Veterans Museum 
(WVM)
Riding the waves of interest in the 
Civil War brought on by the Sesqui-
centennial, WVM installed a new 
manuscript exhibit that highlights 
several of the state’s Civil War train-
ing camps. While no battles were 
fought in Wisconsin, the state did 
train 91,000 men to fight in the Civil 
War, and this exhibit uses some of 
their letters, diaries, reminiscences, 
and images to make the camps come 
alive. The research for the exhibit is 
(Continued from page 15)
being used to fuel an informal social 
networking experiment to increase 
interaction with the museum’s Face-
book “friends” through a weekly trivia 
question. MAC members are encour-
Stephen Hudson-Mairet, chair of Marquette University’s Department of Performing and 
Media Arts, left; and Paul Salsini, right, examining a portion of the Stephen Sondheim 
Research Collection.
aged to check out the Wisconsin Vet-
erans Museum Facebook page, “Like” 
it, and let us know what you think. 
E-mail thoughts and suggestions to 
russell.horton@dva.state.wi.us.
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